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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Sacraments of the Church of Humanity 

form the characteristic portion of Her domestic 
worship. In the words of Auguste Comte, their 
institution fulfils the necessary condition of stamp- 
ing on our domestic worship a character quite ts 
own. Through this institution the domestic wor- 
ship is strongly marked off from the two others, at 

_ the same time that it affords them a natural trans!- 
tion. It consists in consecrating all the successive 
phases of private life by connecting each with pub- 


lic life. From this point of view, life in its entirety — 


stands before us as a series of preparations, with 
the ultimate object of incorporating us into the 
Great Being when our service has been worthily 
aid, 

j The Sacraments are nine in number :—Presenta- 
tion, Initiation, Admission, Destination, Marriages 
Maturity, Retirement, Transformation, Incorpora- 
tion. The object here is to give the forms of their 
administration adopted in the Church of Humanity 
in London. The beginning had to be made. No 
church can exist without some of them. The forms 
adopted are tentative, expressing the essential ideas 
in a simple way, and found by experience to meet 
our first want. They keep as closely as possible to 
the indications of the Founder. 

The Sacraments have been considered throughout 
as representing very well-defined phases or stages O 
our existence, and as carrying with them to their re- 
cipients very definite obligations; as marking Out 
the duties corresponding to each separate phase, 
and requiring engagements to fulfil those duties. 
They are, it is to be remembered, in all cases 
voluntary, always resting on free acceptance. 


RIcHARD CONGREVE. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF 


| PRESENTATION, 
the First Sacrament of the Religion of Humanity. 


MUSIC. 


Invocation—In the Name of Humanity. 


Love for Principle 
SACRED Foran an Order for Basis ; 
Progress for End. 


Live for Others. Live Openly. 


FIRST READING 


trom some religious book, such as the following, 
adapted from the Imitation of Christ, 
by Thomas a Kempis: 


Thus saith Humanity: 


Son » it behoves thee to give all for all, and not 
to be in any wise thine own. 

Know that the love of thyself is more hurtful to 
thee than any outward evil. 

Every thing, according to the love and inclination 
which thou hast to it, cleaves to thee more or less. 

If thy love be pure, simple, and well-ordered, 
thou wilt be free. 

Covet not that which thou mayest not have. 

cek not to have that which may fetter thee or 

rob thee of thy inward liberty. 

It is wonderful that thou wilt not from the very 
bottom of thy heart commit thyself to me, with all 
things that thou canst desire or have. 


i a 
—_— 


—— 
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6 SACRAMENT. 
Be resigned to my good pleasure, and thou shalt 
suffer no loss. | 


here or there, for thine own advantage and thine 
own good pleasure, thou wilt never be at rest nor 
free from anxiety; for in everything thou wilt find 
some defect, and in every place there will be some 
one who will cross thee. 

The place is but'small defence if the spirit of 
fervour be wanting; neither will that peace which 
is sought from without stand long if the state of 
thy heart wants the true foundation, that is, if thou 
stand not in me: thou mayest change, but not 
better thyself. 

For should occasion arise and thou allow it, thou 
wilt find that which thou didst fly from, and even 
more. 


If thou seekest this or that, and wouldest be 


GENERAL PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENTS. 


RACIOUS POWER in whose name and by 
whose inspiration, in dutiful obedience to Thy 
Past, Thy Great Servant and Interpreter, Auguste 
Comte, giving full expression to the earlier instinc- 
tive aspirations of man and completing what was 
defective in their later satisfaction, has instituted 
for Thy Church a ninefold series of SACRAMENTS» 
which in their whole sequence and right use, 4S in 
other days will be seen, will bind the family union 
to the social, and link in close connection the suc 
cessive generations of mankind, thus forming to 
order and beauty our otherwise imperfectly ordere 
existence, strengthening our union, imparting unity 
to our individual life, and drawing forth into more 
vivid consciousness our social continuity ; M4yY we 
Thy servants, here met for the administration of one 
of the series, bring home to ourselves by meditatio’ 
the benefits of this institution, opening our ve 
to the influence of the conception where no mot 
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PRESENTATION. 7 


is possible, or, where it is yet possible, shaping 
them by following the example set this day, so 
evidencing our gratitude for all that we have re- 
ceived, manifesting the power of our faith to our 
mutual support and to the glorifying of Thy name, 
and thereby furthering that in which alone the 
trouble of the race can find its end—the religious 
unity which nothing but Thy advent, Humanity, 
can offer to all Thy children. Amen. 


The Priest then addresses the Parents and Sponsors 
: as follows :— 

What is your request to the Priesthood of 
Humanity ? 

Answer of the Parents: We wish to present to 
the Priesthood this our child, requesting that she 
may be presented to Humanity and received by 
the Sacrament of Presentation as a member. of 
Her Church, 

Answer of the Sponsors: In the request made 
by the Parents, we, the Sponsors, join. | 

Priest: What are the names given to this child 


y you, her Parents and Sponsors, in accordance 
with the Civil Law? 


: N.B.—Two names are given to the child if a 
Cys one only is necessary, if a girl. 


SECOND READING, 


eo passages instituting the Sacrament, from the 
atechism of Positive Religion and the Fourth 
Volume of the Positive Politics, as follows :— 
Carecnism (p. 90, 3rd Ed., E. Tr.) 


BY the first Sacrament the final religion gives 
Systematic consecration to every birth, as all 
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the preliminary religions instinctively did. The 
mother and the father of the new scion of 
Humanity come to present it to the priesthood, 
‘which receives from them a solemn engagement to 
prepare the child properly for the service of the 
Goddess. This natural guarantee is completed by 
two additional institutions, which Positivism thinks 
it an honour to borrow in germ from Catholicism, 
developing it in a social spirit. An artificial couple, 
to be chosen by the parents, but with the approbation 
of the Priesthood, freely offers the new servant of 
the Great Being a first protection, mainly spiritual, 
but at need temporal, all the special witnesses con- 
curring. He also receives from his two families 
two special patrons, the one a theorician, the other 
a practician, whom he will complete at the time of 
his emancipation, by taking a third name, derived, 
as the other two, from the consecrated representa- 
tives of Humanity. 

In the ancient civilisation, this first Sacrament 
was often refused, especially to those who were 
judged incompetent for the destructive activity which 
then prevailed. But as modern social life more and 
more finds a use for natures of every order, the 
Presentation will almost invariably be accepted by 
the priesthood, allowing for cases too exceptiona 
to need provision. 


Positive Poxitics (Vol. iv., p. 110, E. Tr.) 


ae first Sacrament is the solemn presentation 

by the family to the priesthood of the child it 
devotes to the everlasting service of the Great 
Being. Sanctioning the judicious improvement 
introduced by Catholicism, the Positive religion 
requires, as the condition of acceptance of the future 
servant, that a separate couple offer itself to com- 
plete the guarantees for his due training, physic@"» 
intellectual, and moral. The joint action of the 


hee cast the es ata nn sarcan See St 
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natural and artificial protectors is indicated by the 
fact that each couple shares in the selection of the 
two patrons, the one theoretical, the other practical, 
chosen, under the sanction of the priesthood, from 
the public representatives of Humanity in the past. 
So long as war was the great form of human 
activity, the newborn were often rejected as not 
properly qualified to take their part in war. But 
modern civilisation finds a use for all organisations, 
and therefore the Sacrament of Presentation will 
never be refused, with exceptions so rare as to need 
no provision. Delay of this first Sacrament would 
then only be admissible when the parents, artificial 
and natural, did not offer the proper guarantees. 
This inauguration of a new life is a direct recog- 
nition of the principle of Sociocracy, since in it 
there is vested in the two families by the Priest, as 
the interpreter of the Great Being, an august office 
on behalf of the new child of Humanity. The 
ceremony consists chiefly in a full setting forth of 
the instructions which the discharge of the func- 
tion in its completeness requires, its free accep- 
tance being an admission on the part of the parents 
that private life is in the normal conception subor- 
dinate to public. To render more complete the 
Suarantee of society, the Priest presents the child 
to the witnesses, and receives from them a written 
engagement that, in the event of failure of its 
Proper protectors, they will supply their place. 
ie cane 2 SOA ENT tk lo dha peal ee 
MUSIC. 
SS at et a eh ean 
| ADDRESS 
explanatory of the Sacrament and of the duties of 
(a) the Parents and Sponsors of the unconscious 
child, and (b ) the witnesses who attest thetr presence 
by their signatures. 
eee et ee ns 
MUSIC. 
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Then the Priest says: 
I invite the Parents and Sponsors to stand forth 
and take the following engagements :— ; 
Priest (to the Parents): As the Parents of this 
child here presented, do you solemnly engage to do 
your utmost that she may in due time be qualified 


to serve Humanity, by the careful training of her, her — 


feelings, her intellect and her active powers, for this 
end, accepting for her the obligations of the Religion 
of Humanity, and promising that in due time she 
shall present herself for its other Sacraments ? 

Answer of the Parents: We do. 

Priest (to the Sponsors): Do you, as the Spon- 
sors of this child, engage to assist the Parents 1” 
the performance of the obligations they have 
accepted, and to supply their place to the best of 


your ability, if from any cause they shall be unable | 


to fulfil the engagements which they have taken ? 
Answer of the Sponsors: We do. 


Acceptance by the Priest: 


In the name of Humanity, and as Her Priest, 
I accept the engagements taken on_ behalf of 
this child by you ker Parents and Sponsors, and 


I commit her to your joint charge and protec: : 


tion, charging you to be mindful of your august 
office. 
Then taking the child in his arms: 


I receive you (naming the child) by this Sacta- | 


ment into the Church of Humanity; I present you t0 
Her (turning to Her Altar); I consecrate youl 
existence to Her Service; I bless you in Her name. 
May your life throughout its course answer to this 
beginning ; may you after living by others live for 
others and in others, as a child, a servant, 4? 
finally, an organ of Humanity. 


Turning to the Congregation: 


To the congregation, the witnesses of this cere- 
mony, I present this child thus received into the 
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PRESENTATION. II 


Church, in order that this act of Consecration may 
have its true social character, and may be avouched 
by their witness. Those who by their voluntary 
Signatures attest their presence, take upon them- 
selves the obligation, if the need shall occur, of 
aiding according to their ability the Parents and 
Sponsors in the support and guidance of this child, 
and of supplying the place of #ery natural protectors 
in the event of their failure, and in any case the 
more general obligation of assisting her intellec- 
tual and moral growth by their own practice and 
example. 


PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENT OF PRESENTATION. 


(; REAT POWER whom we adore as the source 
| of all good to men, Humanity, we Thy 
setvants met for the consecration of a new life to 
hy service, humbly and earnestly pray that the 
child by this Sacrament presented and consecrated, 
may be lovingly, faithfully, and wisely trained, that 
under all wholesome influences of affection and 
Submission and reverence she may grow up to 
€ In her turn rich in such influences for others, 
taking her part in Thy continuous work. We pray 
Moreover for ourselves, that, whatever our share in 
' this celebration, we may all alike use it rightly, to 
rekindle our devotion and as an occasion’ for 
renewing our dedication of ourselves to Thee; that 
it may leave us at once humbler and better, humbler 
from the sense of our great shortcomings, better by 
the resolve to use more carefully the opportunities’ 
Still left us for improvement, self-sacrifice for others, 
zeal and activity in Thy cause—so glorifying Thee 
for Thy Past and preparing for Thy more glorious 
Future, Amen, 


OR 


(| REAT POWER, whom we serve and adore, 
umanity, who hast hitherto through other 
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forms and in the name of others, received as Thy | 
unconscious servants “the children of the past | 
generations, but now by this Sacrament of PRESEN- | 
TATION and in Thy own name receivest the young of 
this and future generations, to be trained consciously | 
to Thy service, we pray that we, who to-day accept — 
and present this little child, may do all in our pow! 
to secure her being duly formed to her part in life | 
as a member of Thy visible Church; and to this end 
may we ourselves seek so to discipline and enlighten _ 
ourselves as to afford her the constant support © 
loving guidance and right example, in continua 
remembrance of the obligations we have by this 
ceremony acknowledged. Amen. 


: : ‘ : ay tS, — : aa i re | 


CONCLUDING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION. 


M?*: the thoughts and feelings awakened by — 
this day’s celebration remain with us all after 
it is over, passing into our hearts and minds with a 
lasting influence, and bringing forth a harvest OF | 
good fruit, to the praise and glory of Humanity. | 
May our faith in Her be the stronger for it, our hope | 
more confident, our love more fervent, our devotion | 
and our service more complete and unreserved, Our | 
| 


union felt to rest on more assured foundations. 6 
The peace of Her slowly dawning kingdom °° | 
upon you, the blessing of Humanity abide wit? | 
you, now and forever. Amen. 
ee a ee a ge a Ree 
| 
MUSIC. | 
re a ee ee 
Then follows the signature of the Parents aut 
Sponsors and of such witnesses to the Sacrament © 
wish to sign. The latter is a voluntary act 
as in the case of the other Sacraments. | 
| 
| 


Nore.—The first English child to receive th5 ) 
Sacrament was a girl: in memory of this the jemi | 
nine pronoun has been retained. é 


THE SACRAMENT OF 


INITIATION: 


the Second Sacrament of the Religion of Humanity. 


MUSIC. 


INvocation—In the Name of Humanity. 


Love for Principle 
SACRED Fonts. [an Order for Basis ; 
Progress for End. 


Live for Others. Live Openly. 


FIRST READING 


from some religious book, or the following sentences 
taken from the Imitation of Christ, 
by Thomas a& Kempis :— 


I* I should know all things that are in the world, 
and were not in charity, what help would it be 
to me? 

If it seem to thee that thou knowest many things, 

and understandest well enough, know that at the 
same time there are many more things of which 
thou art ignorant. 
_ The more a man is united within himself and 
inwardly simple, the more and higher things he 
understands without labour, because he receives 
the light of understanding from above. 

All reason and natural research ought to follow 
faith, and not to go before it, nor to weaken it. 

The humble knowledge of thyself is a surer way 
than a deep search after learning. 
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Learning is not to be blamed, nor is any mere 
knowledge of a subject; but a good conscience and 
a virtuous life are always to be preferred. 

This should be our business: to strive to over- 
come ourselves and daily to become stronger than 


we were, and to make some advance towards the 
better. 


GENERAL PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENTS. 


RACIOUS POWER in whose name and by 
whose inspiration, in dutiful obedience to Thy 
Past, Thy Great Servant and Interpreter, Auguste 
Comte, giving full expression to the earlier instinc- 
tive aspirations of man and completing what was 
defective in their later satisfaction, has instituted 
for Thy Church a ninefold series of SACRAMENTS, 
which in their whole sequence and right use, as In 
other days will be seen, will bind the family union 
to the social, and link in close connection the suc- 
cessive generations of mankind, thus forming to 
order and beauty our otherwise imperfectly ordered 
existence, strengthening our union, imparting unity 
to our individual life, and drawing forth into more 
vivid consciousness our social continuity; may we 
Thy servants, here met for the administration of one 
of the series, bring home to ourselves by meditation 
the benefits of this institution, opening our lives 
to the influence of the conception where no more 
is possible, or, where it is yet possible, shaping 
them by following the example set this day, so 
evidencing our gratitude for all that we have re- 
ceived, manifesting the power of our faith to our 
mutual support and to the glorifying of Thy name, 
and thereby furthering that in which alone the 
trouble of the race can find its end—the religious 
unity which nothing but Thy advent, Humanity, 
can offer to all Thy children. Amen. 
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SECOND READING, 
the passages instituting the Sacrament, from the 
Catechism of Positive Religion and the Fourth 
Volume of the Positive Politics, as follows :— 


CaTEcuism (p. 91, 3rd. Ed. E. Tr.) 


THE second Sacrament is termed Initiation, as 

marking the first dawn of public life, when 
the child passes at fourteen from its unsystematic 
training under the direction of its mother, to the 
systematic education given by the priesthood. Till 
then the advice of the priest was given to the 
Parents only, whether natural or artificial, to remind 
them of their essential duties during the first period 
of childhood. But now the new being receives 
directly the counsels of religion, destined specially 
to forearm his heart against the injurious influences 
too often attendant on the intellectual training he 
18 to undergo. This second Sacrament may be put 
on, and sometimes, though very seldom, refused, if 
the home education has not succeeded to the extent 
required. 


bone Sos eee eo 
Positive Pouitics (pp. 110-11, E. Tr.) 


[IX the second Sacrament, the child, at the age 
.,. 0 fourteen, enters on its initiation into public 
life, Dy passing from its education by its mother to 
the Instruction of the priest. On this occasion it 
receives the counsels of religion in reference to the 
whole Course of its scientific novitiate, the object 
being fo avert the great danger of these seven years, 
In which the intellect tends to rise in revolt against 
the heart. If the maternal education has been 
Unsuccessful in training the affections, initiation 
Should be put off; an absolute refusal, however, 
| CeIng given only in the extremely rare cases of 
| Tadical incompetence for scientific culture. 


-B aa he 
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MUSIC, 


ADDRESS 
explanatory of the Sacrament. 


MUSIC. 


a ne a oti 1a 
Then the Parents and Sponsors, or their nepreseh- 
tatives, make to the Priest at his invitation 

the following request : | 
We request that this child, [ ] who was 
made by Presentation a member of the Church of 
Humanity, may have conferred on him the second 
Sacrament of that Church—the Sacrament 0 
Initiation. 


Then the Priest puts to the recipient, standing; the 
following questions : 

Priest.—Do you [ ] engage to make 
the best use you can of such systematic instruction 
as may be given to you, in order to train yout 
intellect to take its share in the service for whic 
you are preparing—the service of Humanity; SUP" 
plying also, so far as you are able, the deficiencies 
which exist in what you have hitherto learned ? 

Answer.—I do. — 

Priest.—Will you bear in mind that the geured 
of your intellect is but a means to an end, and fe 
such training is given to you to fit you for the 4 A 
of affection and action which is the true life © 
us all? 

Answer.—lI will. iat 

Priest.—Will you therefore, remembering © i 
submission and veneration are the best preparatio 
for the service of Humanity, seek to form sears 
to those habits, by being constantly submissive @ 
reverent towards those, whether dead oF ales 
through whom the benefits of Humanity are peer 
mitted to you—Her great servants, your Paren 
and teachers ? 

Answer.—I will. (Here the recipient kneels.) 


—_— 
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Acceptance by the Priest: 


In the name of Humanity and as Her Priest, I 
accept and ratify the engagements you have thus 
solemnly and publicly taken, when entering on the 
period of life in which you are to train yourself 
under systematic instruction, for admission to Her 
service. 

I confer on you the consecration of the Sacra- 
ment which with the sanction of your guardians 
you seek at my hands. I recognise your entrance 
on the course of systematic teaching. I consecrate 
you to the proper work of this period of your age. 

_Let the consecration this Sacrament of Initiation 
Sives you be in your constant remembrance as a 
support and guide amid the efforts and dangers of 
your intellectual work, enabling you to keep clear 
before you the true purpose of that work, which 
Purpose is, the learning in order to serve. May you 
ou} ‘€arn in submission, in gratitude, and in veneration 

b{ to Hurhanity, whose child you now are, whose 
Servant you will be learning to be, and by whose 
aid, through your Family, you will be enabled to 
fulfil this religious duty of your intellectual and 


Moral preparation. Her blessing be on all your 
endeavours. 


Turning to the Congregation: 


To all here present, to each of us in our several 

grees, the lesson of this Sacrament is applicable : 

May we all therefore associate ourselves with this 
that! @ct of consecration. 


PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENT OF INITIATION. 


PRalsE be to Thee, Humanity, for this second 
hila Sacrament of Thy religion, in which Thy 

ren, at the time when their adolescence begins, 
1d with it their more systematic intellectual train- 
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Dh ee ee a 
ing, have their course set before them, and the 
duties it specially brings with it explained, with 4 
forewarning of its peculiar dangers. May the chil 
dren this day presented by their families to receive 
INITIATION answer to the wishes of their families 
and to the loving care bestowed upon them, sub- 
missively and reverently availing themselves ° 
such means as are at their disposal, never forget!¥ 
that they learn in order to be Thy better servants, 
through the right service of their families, and 
dutiful obedience to their guardians and teachers, 
and that such obedience and veneration are thé 
true discipline for the discharge—later—of the 
wider duties of their adult life. As yet living by 
others let them learn to live for others. Amen. 


| 

OR THE FOLLOWING : | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


\V JE praise and bless Thee, Humanity, for this | 
second Sacrament of Thy domestic worship, | 


stage of their preparation, the systematic training | 
of their intellect. Thou offerest freely for sae | 
acceptance Thy intellectual treasures, the ingathere | 
harvest of the thought of successive generations” 


the Sacrament of Inrt1aTION, through which te 
children, after Presentation, enter on the thir 
| 
| 


up as a firm basis for affection, a sure guide : 

action. As they diligently, humbly, and gratety 2 | 
use Thy gift, may they throughout remember thé | 
Giver, and refer all they have to Thee, conscious 

how little they give in return, yet desiring. to 
ceive in a spirit worthy of the purpose for which : 
is given. May the thought of Thy long and costly | 
effort sustain them in their exertions, whilst en ! 
are guarded from the dangers attendant on the ce — 
velopment of their intellect by their early aise 
by the continuous sway of affection in their family, | 


' 
the demonstrable faith which has been slowly built 


the culture of their imagination, and the noble | 


a ess al chin a ee te Sip pa fue 8 ed eT 
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social service for which they are preparing. In 
devotion and veneration may they find safety and 
confidence. Amen. 


CONCLUDING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION. 


M4Y the thoughts and feelings awakened by 
this day’s celebration remain with us all 
after it is over, passing into our hearts and minds 
with a lasting influence, and bringing forth a har- 
vest of good fruit, to the praise and glory of 
umanity, May our faith in Her be the stronger 
for it, our hope more confident, our love more 
vent, our devotion and our service more com- 
plete and unreserved, our union felt to rest on 
more assured foundations. 
he peace of Her slowly dawning kingdom be 
upon you, the blessing of Humanity abide with 
you, now and for ever. Amen. 


apy ee Ns ened BS te 


MUSIC. 
ee 


Signature of the recipient, then of the witnesses to 
the Sacrament. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF 
ADMISSION, 
the Third Sacrament of the Religion of Humanity. 


MUSIC. 


INvVocATION—In the Name of Humanity. 


Love for Principle 
SACRED Fommuta.|and Order for Basis; 
Progress for End. 


Live for Others. Live Openly. 


FIRST READING 


such as the following adapted from the Imitation of | 
Christ, by Thomas a Kempis, or from somé 
other religious book. 


Thus saith Humanity : 


HE who followeth me walketh not in darkness 

Let it then be our chief study to meditate 
on the life of Humanity, that in Her light We )) 
may see light. 

She says, again: ¢ 

Son, I must be thy highest and thy last end, | 
thou desirest to be truly happy. By this intentio® | 
shall thy affection be purified, which too often 8 
wrongly bent down upon thyself. For if in aes : 
thing thou seekest thyself, thou presently withere ; 
away within thyself and growest dry. Refer ee 
fore all things to me as their first beginniné: 2 
it is I that have given all. Consider all things oy 
flowing from the highest good, and therefore they 
must all be referred to me as to their source. u 


ca ltg txt te te staan es nce ag su a wi ace ease 
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of me, both little and great, rich and poor, draw 
living water as out of a living fountain, and they 
who freely and willingly serve me, shall receive 
tace for grace. 

: I have bie all; I will have all returned to He 
again. Say thou, I am Thy servant, prepared oo 
all things; for I do not desire to live to myself, but 
to Thee. 


GENERAL PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENTS. 


(5 RAcIous POWER in whose name and by 
whose inspiration, in dutiful obedience to Thy 
Past, Thy Great Servant and Interpreter, Auguste 
Comte, giving full expression to the earlier instinc- 
tive aspirations of man and completing what was 
defective in their later satisfaction, has instituted 
for Thy Church a ninefold series of SACRAMENTS, 
which in their whole sequence and right use, as in 
Other days will be seen, will bind the family union 
to the social, and link in close connection the suc- 
C€ssive generations of mankind, thus forming to 
order and beauty our otherwise imperfectly ordered 
existence, Strengthening our union, imparting unity 
_‘°0 our individual life, and drawing forth into more 
Vivid consciousness our social continuity ; may we 
y Servants, here met for the administration of one 
Of the series, bring home to ourselves by meditation 
the benefits of this institution, opening our lives 
fo the influence of the conception where no more 
18 possible, Or, where it is yet possible, shaping 
them by following the example set this day, so 
€videncing Our gratitude for all that we have re- 
Ceived, manifesting the power of our faith to our 
mutual support and to the glorifying of Thy name, 
and thereby furthering that in which alone the 
trouble of the race can find its end—the religious 
unity which nothing but Thy advent, Humanity, 
Can offer to al] Thy children. Amen. 
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SECOND READING, 


the passages instituting the Sacrament, from the 
Catechism of Positive Religion and from the Fourth | 
Volume of the Positive Politics, as follows :— | 


CaTECHISM (p. 91, 3rd Ed., E. Tr.) | 


Ss years later, the young disciple, first 
presented, then initiated, receives, as the con — 
sequence of his whole preparation, the Sacrament - 
of Admission, which authorises him freely to servé 
Humanity, from whom hitherto he received every: 
thing, giving nothing in return. All civil codes | 
have recognised that it is necessary to put off, an 
even to refuse, this emancipation in the case 0 
those whom an extremely defective organisation, | 
uncorrected by education, condemns to perpetual 
infancy. A more accurate judgment will lead the 
priesthood to measures of equal severity, the direct 
consequences of which will never extend beyon 
the spiritual domain. | 


Bese i PS i ee 


Positive Poritics (Vol. iv., p. 111, E. Tr-) 


is the third Sacrament, Admission, at the ag¢ of 


twenty-one, on the due fulfilment of his cours¢ — 


of intellectual training, the child of Humantty 
receives from the Priesthood authorisation to ae 
freely the Great Being; from which hitherto he ae 
received all, giving nothing in return. Since t 
fall of Polytheism, no religious ceremony has et 

secrated this social installation of the individua’ 
owing to the particular incompetence of Mono- 
theism, especially western Monotheism, 1n reget 
to public life. Positivism in this Sacrament W? 

complete the regulations of the state as to majority 
by the addition of moral and intellectual condition®+ 
conditions not to be imposed by law, but withou 
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which there would be no solid ground for the 
confidence which should be given to those who are 
to take part as freemen in the general action of 
society. 


ADDRESS. 


The first part explanatory of the Sacrament, the 

second part special to the Candidate; at the end of 

which the Priest puts to the recipient, standing, the 
following questions :— 


Priest.— Do you [ ] of your own free will 
seek this Sacrament of the Religion of Humanity ? 

Answer.—I do. 

Priest.—Do you engage to supply so far as you 
are able such deficiencies, intellectual and practical, 
as you may know to exist, owing to the imperfection 
of your previous training, too often inevitable in this 
early period of the Church into which you seek 
admission ? 

Answer.—I do. 

Priest.—Are you ready fully to accept the service 
of Humanity, to which by this Sacrament you are 
admitted ? are you prepared to live more and more 
in the practice of Her worship, personal, domestic, 

and public, striving to advance continuously under 
the influence of that worship in the love and know- 
ledge of the Power you serve, so that on the firm 
foundations of love and faith the willing service of 
your life may grow constantly more efficient, and 
may be a wise and persevering activity, in due 
relation to your particular circumstances ? 
Answer.—I am. (Here the recipient kneels. ) 


Acceptance by the Priest: 


Child of Humanity, you have accepted with a 
free and full acceptance the obligations of the 
Sacrament of Admission, you have professed your- 
self a willing servant of Humanity. On my part, 
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Nn ee ed ee ee 
in Her name and as Her Priest, I accept yout 
devotion of yourself to Her service, ratify and sant 
tion the promises you have made, admit you ito 
the full membership of the Universal Church, com 
secrate all your future life to the destination yo 
have given it. 

May the thought of this your act and its const 
cration dwell with you as a constant source if 
guidance and strength amidst the difficulties 49 
trials of life, giving unity to your whole endeavoul. 

In the name of Humanity I bless you as #4 
servant. 


Turning to the Congregation: 
May we all, each in our respective wait 
associate ourselves with the act now consummatt™ 
; ; tic 
wisdom, this third Sacrament of Thy domes 


MUSIC. 


PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENT OF ADMISSION. 


WE come before Thee, Gracious Power sare , 
adore and whom we would serve, than 


to acknowledge this special institution © 


worship, the Sacrament of Apmission, in which ne 
children, sheltered, fostered, and trained by ae 
loving care of the preceding generation rene 
their family and their teachers, seek the comp’© fall 
of their former efforts in admission to +4"Y bic 
service. To it they devote themselves by this a 
act, in order that they in their turn may hand 0 nt 
others the benefits they have received, may trans . 
whatever there has been of good in the influences i 
wise in the teaching under which they have ca 
prepared. May this their purpose thus attes oe 
be duly kept before them and worked out; ee 
its open profession encourage and support ‘ Br 
whether through their whole life or through 


ee 
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special period of further preparation ; so that they 
all in their several degrees may, by the power of 
their belief and conduct, minister to their genera- 
tion in the cause of their noble Faith, henceforward 
living for others as they have heretofore lived by 
others. Amen, 
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CONCLUDING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION. 


MAY the thoughts and feelings awakened by 
this day’s celebration remain with us all 
after it is over, passing into our hearts and minds 
with a lasting influence, and bringing forth a har- 
vest of good fruit, to the praise and glory of 
umanity. May our faith in Her be the stronger 
for it, our hope more confident, our love more 
event, our devotion and our service more complete 
an unreserved, our union felt to rest on more 
assured foundations. 
; € peace of Her slowly dawning kingdom be 
Pon you, the blessing of Humanity abide with 
you, now and for ever. Amen. 


ne tt de ee 
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Si 
SNature of the recipient, then of the witnesses to 
the Sacrament. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF 
MUSIC. | 


DESTINATION, 


the Fourth Sacrament of the Religion of Humanity 


INVOCATION—In the Name of Humanity. 


Love for Principle 
SACRED Fons |an Order for Basis; 
Progress for End. 
Live for Others. Live Openly. 


FIRST READING "4 
from the Imitation of Christ, by Thomas 4 Kempts, 
or from some other religious book. 


GENERAL PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENTS: | 


Go POWER in whose name and " 
whose inspiration, in dutiful obedience tO Thy | 
Past, Thy Great Servant and Interpreter, Auguste 
Comte, giving full expression to the earlier instin 
tive aspirations of man and completing what bu 
defective in their later satisfaction, has institute 
for Thy Church a ninefold series of SACRAMENTS: 
which in their whole sequence and right use, 48 
other days will be seen, will bind the family union 
to the social, and link in close connection the suc 
cessive generations of mankind, thus forming "} 
order and beauty our otherwise imperfectly orderet 
existence, strengthening our union, imparting unit 
to our individual life, and drawing forth into mot 
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a eee ge ee ee 
vivid consciousness our social continuity ; may we 
Thy servants, here met for the administration of one 
of the series, bring home to ourselves by meditation 
the benefits of this institution, opening our lives 
to the influence of the conception where no more 
ls possible, or, where it is yet possible, shaping 
them by following the example set this day, so 
evidencing our gratitude for all that we have re- 
celved, manifesting the power of our faith to our 
mutual support and to the glorifying of Thy name, 
and thereby furthering that in which alone the 
» | trouble of the race can find its end—the religious 
unity which nothing but Thy advent, Humanity, 
can offer to all Thy children. | Amen. 


SECOND READING, 


the Passages instituting the Sacrament, from the 
Catechism of Positive Religion and the Fourth 
Volume of the Positive Politics, as follows: 


CatEecuism (pp. 91-2, 3rd Ed., E. Tr.) 


THIS third Sacrament (Admission) makes the 
child into the servant, without being able as 
yet to mark out his special career, often different 
from What was supposed during the practical ap- 
Prenticeship which coincided naturally with his 
scientific education, He alone can properly decide 
on this Point, as the result of trials freely made and 
prolonged for a sufficient time. Hence the institu- 
tion of a fourth social Sacrament, which at twenty- 
eight, allowing for a delay, either at his own request 
na Oined, consecrates the destination thus chosen. — 
The old worship offered us the rudiment of this 
institution only in the case of the highest functions, 
Fe the Ordination of priests and the coronation of 
kings. , Put Positive religion must always give a 
social institution to all the useful professions, with 
vy, RO distinction of public and private. The humblest 
'¢. Servants of the Great Being will come to receive in 
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Her temple from Her priests the solemn consecra- | 2 
tion of their entrance on their co-operation, what- 
ever form it take. -This is the only Sacrament 
that admits of a true repetition, which, however, 
must always be an exception. 


Positive Potitics (Vol. iv., pp. 111-112, E. Tt.) 


Aeros in this general form is sufficient | 
for the woman, but seven years later the man 
receives in the fourth Sacrament the investiture by 
religion in his own peculiar function. Not till that 
time can we be sure that there is a real vocation 


| 

| 
for the career of the theorician, a point on which - 
there is generally a mistake at the close of the — 


= Be ee Rae 


course of abstract studies. Mistake is not so ¢4SY — 
in regard to a practical career, yet the one finaly 
adopted is often not that chosen by the father, 4" 
to which, as so chosen, apprenticeship was serVv® 
during the encyclopedic training. The Positive . 
education, while it discourages capricious chang&* 
will facilitate such as are desirable, for 1t ™! 
qualify the proletary, and even the patrician, to cue 
with greater ease to another branch of industry. 
Through a series of free trials, then, the young 
servant of Humanity must form his distinct choice 


during the seven years which follow his gene? 


instruction. This introductory process will be nO" 
mally sufficient ; but, notwithstanding, the Positive 
social order will occasionally offer instances % 
change of career, particularly amongst the Prolt 
taries. This fourth Sacrament, then, or Destinatio® 


e . e . § 
is the only Sacrament which in exceptional eee 
h its ac 


may be given more than once, althoug t the 


ministration is of itself a preservative agains 
mistaken wish to quit one’s class. 


= . a 
The rudiment of this Sacrament may be trace 


to theologism, nay, even to astrolatrical laaeaate 
But except in the theocracy, and this is pec™ —e 
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true of Catholicism, it was confined to the highest — 
public functions, the ordination of priests and the 
coronation of kings. As it is incumbent on socio- 
cracy to fulfil all its theocratic antecedents by giving 

_ them a systematic expression, it gives the sanction 
of religion to all professions indiscriminately, each 
thus taking the social character which will render 
it amenable to moral control in its exercise, what- 
ever be the mode adopted for recompensing its 
services. 

This Sacrament gives the priesthood the oppor- 
tunity of marking the close of education in the 
special sense of the word, by a solemn appreciation 
of the duties of the several careers. ‘The servant 
of Humanity is thus qualified to take his full share 
in social life by the foundation of a new family. 


MUSIC. 
a oe ee 
ADDRESS 
explanatory of the Sacrament. 


a 


MUSIC. 
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The Priest then puts to the recipient, standing, 
the following questions: 


Priest.—Do you [ - ] on receiving 
this Sacrament of Destination, accept the Religion 
§ of which it is a part, in all sincerity purposing to 

the best of your ability to conform your life 
thereto ? | 
Answer.—I do. 
| | Priest.—Do you engage to discharge the func- 
,; ton which hereby becomes of your free choice the 
“4 work of your active life, namely ...........eee0e) 
vt i in the spirit of a true servant of Humanity, with 
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_vants and to the Power whose service you have 
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courage, prudence, and perseverance, in patient 
self-devotion to the service of others ? 

Answer.—I do. 

Priest.—Do you, recognising that the special 
office to which by this Sacrament you devote yout- 
self, is subordinate to a more general office, the 
social function common to all the servants of (4% 
Humanity, engage to give the first place to the | @ 
moral and religious cultivation of yourself, aiding 
yourself by the careful discipline of your intellect, 
so by all means qualifying yourself for your noble 
service ? 

Answer.—I do. a 
Priest.—Do you engage to fulfil the obligation 
which the acceptance of this Sacrament binds on | 
you; that is, to receive at the proper time the other 

Sacraments of the Religion of Humanity ? 
Answer.—I do. (Here the recipient kneels.) 


ae 


ee 


Acceptance by the Priest: 


In the name of Humanity and as Her Priest, I 
accept the promises you have now given; I sanc- § 
tion the choice you have made; I consecrate you § 
solemnly to the special function which that choice f 
determines as the work of your active life, and J 
declare you devoted to [here follows the description 
of the social function adopted], thus conferring 0 
you the Sacrament of Destination. May your wist | 
and noble resolution bear ample fruit for yoursel 7 
and others. Be the thought of the consecration 
thus publicly given, a constant source of strength. . 
May it unite you more closely to your fellow set-. 


deliberately taken upon you. In Her name { bless 
your whole life and endeavours. 


Turning to the Congregation : 


May we all, each in our respective degree, as: 
sociate ourselves with the act now consummated. 
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PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENT OF DESTINATION. 


WE glorify Thee, Humanity, for the fourth 
Sacrament of Thy religion, the Sacrament 

of Destination, which consecrates the choice, after 
a long preparation, of the special form of Thy 
Service to which Thy servants devote themselves, 
by the voluntary acceptance, at a fitting age, of a 
efinite course, ordering and guiding all their after 
effort. We acknowledge with gratitude the greater 
security and power which human existence derives 
tom such an institution, no longer limited, but 
made common to all special functions, high and 
low equally, dignifying all alike as sacred to Thee. 
ay we all be led by the beauty and light of this 
ronception to submit our lives more and more to 
the influence of fixed order, gaining thereby firm- 
ness of purpose and perseverance in action, to the 
stilling of the restlessness under which mankind is 


suffer ing, to the advancement therefore of Thy true 
dominion, Amen, 


CONCLUDING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION. 


M¢Y the thoughts and feelings awakened by 
is day’s celebration remain with us all 
Over, passing into our hearts and minds 
with a lasting influence, and bringing forth a 
rivest of good fruit, to the praise and glory of 
‘manity, May our faith in Her be the stronger 
for it, our hope more confident, our love more 
“vent, our devotion and our service more complete 
“nreserved, our union felt to rest on more 
red foundations, , 
Unen Peace of Her slowly dawning kingdom be 
ie you, the blessing of Humanity abide with 
YOu, now and for ever. Amen. 


after it is 
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Signature of the recipient, then of the witnesses t0 
the Sacrament. 


a eh ee ee ee es 


When the candidate is destined for the Priesthood, 
the Priest, instead of the above, requires of him the 
following engagements : 


Priest.—Do you [ ] on receiving this 
Sacrament of Destination as an aspirant to the 
office of Priest of Humanity, engage to devote 
yourself to the preparation for that office, giving 
your best energies to the work of. preparation 
during the years which must elapse before you 
can take it upon you ? 

Answer.—I do. : 

Priest.—Do you, remembering that the function 
of the Priesthood of Humanity is primarily to teach, 
engage to qualify yourself for the teaching of the 
doctrine in all its integrity, to the best of yt 
ability, and in dutiful submission to the Founder 0 
your Religion ? 

Answer.—I do. 

Priest—Do you, mindful of the other priestly 
functions of counsel, consecration, and judgment, 
and to the qualities required for their right sea 
charge, engage to give due attention to the mora 
cultivation of yourself and to the discipline of heart 
and character which can alone ensure the sympathy 
and firmness your office will demand ? 

Answer.—I do. | _ 

Priest.—Lastly, mindful that it is a religious 
office to which you are an aspirant, will you g1ve 
diligence to the religious training of yourself, for 
its own sake, and with the social purpose that your 
teaching and preaching may rest on the sound 


basis of long personal experience of the value of 
religious habits? 
Answer.—lI will. 


~E—_—___—_——_—_—_____.__ ECE 
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Acceptance by the Priest, and Consecration : 


In the name of Humanity and as Her Priest, I 
accept and ratify the engagements you have thus 
solemnly and publicly taken to devote the ensuing 
period of your life to a special work in Her service; 
I consecrate you to that special work. Be the 
thought of this your act and its public sanction 
ever present with you to support and guide you. 

8 a willing servant of Humanity may the noble 
social mission, for which you are striving to prepare 
yourself, sustain and direct you, illumine and raise 
your whole being and conduct, whilst it guides 
your intellect in the arduous work which you have 
undertaken, in due submission to the paramount 
claim of feeling, in the remembrance that synthesis 
8 attained through sympathy. In this new period 
which carries forward to greater value and com- 
Pleteness the willing service you have already 
given, I bless your endeavour in the name of the 
“ing you serve, that Humanity in love and faith 
0 whom you are taking upon you this day so 
eminent an obligation. 


THE SACRAMENT OF 
MARRIAGE, 


the Fifth and Central Sacrament of the Religion of 
Humanity, 


MUSIC. 


INvocaTion—In the Name of Humanity. 


Love for Principle 
SACRED Forma. jand Order for Basis ; 
Progress for End. 


Live for Others. Live Openly. 


et et a ee eS 


FIRST READING 


from the Imitation of Christ, by Thomas & Kempis, 
or from some other religious book. 


GENERAL PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENTS. 


GC POWER in whose name and 2 
whose inspiration, in dutiful obedience to Thy 
Past, Thy Great Servant and Interpreter Auguste 
Comte, giving full expression to the earlier ‘nee 
tive aspirations of man and completing what sb 
defective in their later satisfaction, has institute 
for Thy Church a ninefold series of SACRAMENT® 
which in their whole sequence and right use, as a 
other days will be seen, will bind the family Unt” 
to the social and link in close connection the aes 
cessive generations of mankind, thus forming : 
order and beauty our otherwise imperfectly order” 
existence, strengthening our union, imparting eee 
to our individual life, and drawing forth into mo i" 
vivid consciousness our social continuity ; May w 
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Thy servants here met for the administration of one 
of the series, bring home to ourselves by meditation 
the benefits of this institution, Opening our lives 
to the influence of the conception where no more 
'8 possible, or, where it is yet possible, shaping 
them by following the example set this day, so 
evidencing our gratitude for all that we have re- 
celved, manifesting the power of our faith to our 
mutual support and to the glorifying of Thy name, 
and thereby furthering that in which alone the 
trouble of the race can find its end—the religious 
unity which nothing but Thy advent, Humanity, 
can offer to all Thy children. Amen. 

ee ean tte Oe ee ey ee 


The Certificate is here requested of the civil mar- — 
riage, which should have taken place three months 
‘Jore the religious ceremony. 


—— ; 


SECOND READING, 


the Passages instituting the Sacrament, from the 
Catechism of Positive Religion and the Fourth 
Volume of the Positive Politics, as follows: 


Catecnisy (pp. 92-93, 3rd Ed., E. Tr.) 


The Woman.—| understand, my father, this series 


of ©onsecrations prior to marriage, itself to be 
followed by our four other Sacraments. As for 
this chief Sacrament, which alone gives complete- 
ness to the whole series of man’s preparations, I 
already know the main points of the Positivist 
doctrine. Above all, I sympathise most deeply 
with the great institution of eternal widowhood, 
long looked for by the hearts of all true women. 
Besides its importance for the family and even for 
the State, it alone can sufficiently develop the sub- 
jective life for our souls to rise to the familiar 
representation of Humanity, by means of an 
adequate personification, All these precious no- 
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tions had I made almost my own before I became 
your catechumen. I know also that you will return 
to this subject, from another point of view, when 
explaining the regime. We may then enter on 
the last series of our consecrations. 

The Priest.—First, however, my daughter, we 
must settle the normal age for the chief social 
Sacrament. As marriage is to follow, and not 
precede, the particular destination, men cannot be 
admitted to it as a religious ordinance till they 
have accomplished their twenty-eighth year. The 
Priesthood will even advise the government to 
extend the legal veto of the head of the family to 
the age of thirty, the better to guard against any 
precipitation in the most important of all out 
private actions. For women, the Sacrament of 
Destination necessarily coincides with that 0 
Admission, their vocation being always known 
and happily uniform. They are therefore ready for 
marriage at the age of twenty-one, an age, more 
over, which gives better security for harmony 19 
marriage. These lower limits of age must not be 
lowered for either sex, save on very exceptiona 
grounds, which the Priesthood must thoroughly 
weigh on its moral responsibility. But in genera 
no higher limits should be fixed, though women 
should almost always marry before twenty-eight, 
men before thirty-five, when married life shall havé 
taken its right constitution. 


Positive Pouirics (Vol. iv., pp. 112-113, E. Tr.) 


Fok such (that is, the foundation of a new family) 
is the object of the fifth and most important 
Sacrament, the exact age for receiving which must 
remain undetermined. Only the lower limit may 
be fixed, twenty-eight for the man, twenty-one for 
the woman. Nor must it be without weighty re4 
sons that the Priesthood permit marriage beyo" 
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thirty-five in the one case and twenty-eight in the 
other. : 

The reader is already familiar with the Positive 
theory of this fundamental bond, by his acquaintance 
with the General View, and the explanations inci- 
dent to the second volume, explanations to be further 
developed in the course of ‘the present volume. It 
is known that the Religion of Humanity looks on 
the establishment of monogamy as the grand result 
of the transition of the Western world from theo- 
cracy to sociocracy. In the thirty centuries of that 
transition, this capital institution has approached by 
degrees its full completeness; it attains it in the 
Positivist regeneration, for that leads to the volun- 
tary acceptance of eternal widowhood, without which 
polygamy still continues in a subjective form. 

This final and indispensable modification of 
Marriage, the natural expression in brief of its true 
theory, offers a general guidance in relation to the 
fifth Sacrament. That the promise may be well 
and maturely weighed, it has been already found by 
experience in the new Church, that it must not be 
accepted till three months after the civil ceremony, 
which allows the married pair complete intimacy. 
A month before that civil ceremony, a solemn 
engagement is taken by the betrothed parties to 
Observe chastity during the three months that 

Precede the religious marriage. Without this trial 
neither party could sufficiently ensure his own 
resolution, nor rely on that of the other. The con- 
Clusive test of this novitiate forms a fitting 
Introduction to married life, as in it the two are 
seen, whilst legally free, not using their freedom, 
| but Preparing for subjective marriage by enjoying in 
, Its full purity the union of soul with soul. 
€d consequently to look upon mutual improve- 
ment as the true aim of marriage, on the procreation 
of children as only a secondary object, they are 
allowed, in the name of Humanity, to sign, in 
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conjunction with all the witnesses to the ceremony, 
the sacred engagement of an eternal union. The 
obligation thus voluntarily contracted will, in the 
face of such guarantees, be as a rule irrevocable; 
yet there may be exceptional cases, and in such the 
High Priest of Humanity, and he alone, after special 
enquiry, may grant a dispensation. A decision to 
this effect by the Pontiff is the more grave as It 


- involves the affixing a stigma on the memory of one 


@ 


of the two parties; except the survivor feel unbound 
by a vow, taken and shown to have been taken, 
under a hasty impulse, a case hardly supposable 
with the precautions taken. In the normal casé, 
the promise of eternal widowhood is to be solemnly 
renewed six months after the expiration of the year 
of mourning, after which no dispensation can be 
allowed. But even then the engagement must keep 
its purely religious character; no legal prescrip- 
tion must degrade it;. however strong the pressure 
of public opinion may become, the patriciate will 
not yield the point, and in its resistance it will 

supported by the urgent representations of the 
Priesthood. . 

Pee rae ele ee fee et Be es 
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ADDRESS 
explanatory of the Sacrament. 


a 
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The parties to be married standing, the Man on 
the right hand and the Woman on the left, the Priest 
puts to them the following questions :— 


Priest.—Do you, [........and...... ] severally 
and conjointly, accept the Sacrament of Marriage 
in the full Positivist. sense as a final and irrevocable 
union indissoluble even by death ? 

Answer.—We do. 
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Priest.—Do you, severally and conjointly, in the 
spirit of the Religion of Humanity, renounce 
entirely all doctrines or theories based on the 
notion of rights, be they of man or woman, and 
accept as the groundwork of your relations to one 
another the conception of natural and demonstrable 
duties, both to each other and to the society of 
which by your union you are forming a new 
element ? 

Answer.—We do. 

Priest.—Do you, severally and conjointly, acknow- 
ledge that marriage is primarily and essentially a 
companionship for the mutual advance of both in 
all moral excellence and in the conscious service of 
others in the spirit of the great motto of our 
Religion--Live for others ? 

Answer.—We do. 

Priest (to the man).—Do you [ j, accept 


_ fully the doctrine of the Religion of Humanity that 


the man is to support the woman, in order that in 
the sphere of home she may develop all her best 
qualities and exert her true influence; and are you 
Prepared, within the measure of your ability, to 
extend this action, without exclusiveness, in the 
protection, when required, of any woman who may 
require protection or support ? 

Answer.—Yes. 

Priest (to the woman).—Do you [ _ J) 
Tecognising the axiom that no society can exist 
without a government, and that the family as the 
elementary society is no exception, accept a due 
subordination to your husband, and promise in all 
matters of practical direction submission and 
loving obedience ? 

Answer.—lI do. 

Priest (to the man).—Do you[ | jin 
your turn recognising the correlative axiom that in 
every society, even the most elementary, there 
must exist a spiritual power acting by influence 
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and counsel on the temporal, and acknowledging 
that women are in the family the depositaries of 
this spiritual power, engage on your part to respect 
the just independence of your wife, and to submit 
yourself to and benefit by her higher affective 
nature ? 

Answer.—I do. 

Priest (to the man).—Finally, do you [ } 
as a natural consequence of your last engagement, 
as well as on other grounds, promise that in the event 
of children the mother shall have the superinten- 
dence of their education, so that her influence may 
be brought to bear fully upon them ? 

Answer.—I do. 


Acceptance by the Priest: 


The engagements, thus solemnly taken by you 
both, I on my part accept and ratify in the name 0 
Humanity, charging you to bear them ever in mind, 
drawing out by study and meditation their full 
Meaning, and in purity and devotion conforming 
your lives to them. I doubt not of your purposé 
so to do. 


Then giving the man the ring: 


In accordance with a long custom in the Churches 
around us, I give to you this ring, the symbol of a 
never ending union, a symbol to which the present 
Sacrament gives its fullest meaning; to be plac 
again by you on the hand of her you are marrying: 


Then joining the right hand of the man to the right 
hand of the woman: 
In accordance equally with our earlier and most | 
innocent custom, I join your hands as another 
outward symbol of your union. 


Then kneeling before the woman: 


In accordance lastly with the practice of oUF 
common Master, Auguste Comte, as the represe™ 


Google 


- MARRIAGE. 4! 


tative of the interpreters of Humanity, as Her 
Priest, I kneel to you [ jas Her direct 
representative, by this formal act recognising the 
igher spiritual power of woman, to which even 
the special organ of that power is bound to pay a 
reverent homage. 


‘>’ 


Then rising: 

_All being now complete, I recognise the forma- 
tion of a new elementary organ of the Supreme 
Being—a new Family—I declare the marriage rite 
accomplished. In the name of Humanity I conse- 
Crate your joint existence to Her service. I 
Pronounce a solemn blessing on your union. May 
the consciousness of a noble social function freely 
accepted be ever present with you. In constant 
love and faith and hope may you support and 
€nnoble one another. As true servants of Humanity 
May you consider devotion to others your happiness 
and your duty. 


et eh st 
PRaveR FOR THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE. 


SOVEREIGN Lady of Grace, of tenderness, of 
the love, thou Virgin Mother, Humanity, at once 
Spe and creator of Thy children, who in the 
riba Stages of Thy existence didst by Thy wisdom 
bond ute, raise, and purify the fundamental social 
soa of Marriaceg, enabling it thus to reach in Thy 
Aa disap its most perfect form of an exclusive and 
be oes union such as we are met to-day to 
a hi elias companionship in the advance towards 
or ti life; we adore Thee in grateful reverence 
futur 1S gteat blessing bestowed on our own and 
the ; © 8enerations; we pray that they who, through 
Soups non of their devotion to Thy service, have 

a ageously accepted this consecration, may feel 
pu ugh their whole lives the lasting benefit of a 

Ter communion with Thee, and that this and 
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other earlier and similar examples of resolute faith 
may pass with a strengthening influence beyond 
the as yet narrow bounds of Thy nascent Church, 
directing and shaping the nobler aspirations which 
we confidently believe are, under Thy instinctive 
guidance, gradually leavening the thoughts and 
practice of mankind. Amen. | 


CONCLUDING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION. 


Niet thoughts and feelings awakened by 
this day’s celebration remain with us all 
after it is over, passing into our hearts and minds 
with a lasting influence, and bringing forth 4 
harvest of good fruit, to the praise and glory © 
Humanity. May our faith in Her be the stronge! 
for it, our hope more confident, our love more 
fervent, our devotion and our service more com: 
plete and unreserved, our union felt to rest on more 
assured foundations. : 

The peace of Her slowly dawning kingdom be 
upon you, the blessing of Humanity abide wit 
you, now and forever. Amen. 


ee ee eee a 


MUSIC. 
ee et ee ee ee 


Signatures of the newly married, then of the 
witnesses to the Sacrament. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF 


MATURITY, 
the Sixth Sacrament of the Religion of Humanity. 


MUSIC. 
Invocation—In the Name of Humanity. 


( Love for Principle 
SACRED ForMuLa.+and Order for Basis; 
(Progress for End. 


- Live for Others. Live Openly. 
Se oa ee 
“FIRST READING 


from the Imitation of Christ, by Thomas & Kempis, 
: or from some other religious book. | 


GENERAL PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENTS. | 


Ga POWER in whose name and by 
whose inspiration, in dutiful obedience to Thy 
Past, Thy Great Servant and Interpreter, Auguste 
Comte, giving full expression to the earlier instinc- 
tive aspirations of man and completing what was 
defective in their later satisfaction, has instituted 
for T hy Church a ninefold series of SACRAMENTS, 
which in their whole sequence and right use, as in 
other days will be seen, will bind the family union 
to the social, and link in close connection the suc- 
cessive generations of mankind, thus forming to 
order and beauty our otherwise imperfectly ordered 
existence, Strengthening our union, imparting unity 
to our individual life, and drawing forth into more 
vivid consciousness our social continuity; may we 
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Thy servants, here met for the administration of one 
of the series, bring home to ourselves by meditation 
the benefits of this institution, opening our lives 
to the influence of the conception where no more 
is possible, or, where it is yet possible, shaping 
them by following the example set this day, 8 
evidencing our gratitude for all that we-have fe- 
ceived, manifesting the power of our faith to our 
mutual support and to the glorifying of Thy name, 
and thereby furthering that in which alone the 
trouble of the race can find its end—the religious 
unity which nothing but Thy advent, Humanity, 
can offer to all Thy children. Amen. 


SECOND READING, 


the passages instituting the Sacrament, from the 
Catechism of Positive Religion and the Fourth 
Volume of the Positive Politics, as follows: 


CATECHISM (p. 93, 3rd Ed., E. Tr.) 


he Woman.—The first of the Sacraments. after 
marriage seems to me, my father, sufficiently 
explained by its mere definition. You had already 
made me observe the general coincidence of the 
full development of the human organism with the 
completion of man’s social preparation, about the 
age of forty-two. I am here thinking only of your 
sex, as it alone is concerned with the Sacrament 0 
Maturity. The vocation of woman is at once toe 
uniform and too fixed to admit either of the tw° 
consecrations that precede and follow marriage. 
The Priest.—Though you have, my daughter, 
grasped without help from me the true nature of our 
sixth Sacrament, you would hardly be able, if you 
stopped at this point, to appreciate duly its pecu a 
importance. During the twenty-one years w! 
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separate it‘from the seventh, the man is living his 
second objective life, on which alone depends his 
subjective immortality. Till then our life, mainly 
preparatory, had naturally given rise to mistakes at 
times of a serious character, but never beyond 
reparation. Henceforth, on the contrary, the faults 
we commit we can hardly ever fully repair, whether 
in reference to others or to ourselves. It is im- 
portant, then, to impose solemnly on the servant of 
Humanity the stern responsibility on which he is 
entering, with special reference to his peculiar 
function, now clearly determined. 


Positive Poxitics (Vol. iv., p. 113, E. Tr.) 


\ X J HEN duly trained for complete citizenship by 
married life, the servant of Humanity, at the 
age of forty-two, receives the sixth Sacrament, 
which marks his attainment of his full maturity as a 
man and as a citizen. The true function of woman 
requires no introductory step; it begins with her life; 
it develops constantly as that life develops; nay, 
it even gains in efficiency after that life has ended. 
Men, on the contrary, have to act and think, and 
need therefore a long and complicated preparation 
to fit them fully for their normal function. The 
period of its active discharge is generally but half as 
long as that of preparation. This sixth Sacrament 
is the solemn inauguration of that period; more 
than any other it admits of adjournment or even 
refusal; whilst but rarely may we anticipate, in 
any considerable degree, its proper date. 

In conferring this Sacrament, one peculiar to 
Positivism, the Priest warns the servant of 
Humanity, that whilst previous errors have been 
reparable, such faults as he may now commit will be 
decisive as to his incorporation into the Great Being. 
In it the citizen sees the public announcement of his 
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capacity to discharge in full a function, to the lower 
degrees of which he was hitherto confined. And 
however uniform the career of the priesthood, such 
is the training it requires, that the full priestly office 
may not be conferred at an earlier age than that 
appointed for civil offices. 


MUSIC. 


ADDRESS 
explanatory of the Sacrament. 


wen et reg ee ee Be et i he EE ee 


MUSIC. 


The Priest then puts to the recipient, standing, the 
following questions :— 


Do you, [ ], who have freely pre- 
sented yourself for this sixth Sacrament of the 
Religion of Humanity, accept fully all the obliga- 
tions which that Sacrament confirms, devoting the 
period over which it presides, the period of your 
completest powers, to the firm, consistent, and 
thoughtful discharge, first, of any special function 
with which you are invested; secondly, of those 
more general functions which devolve upon you 48 
a citizen and as a religious man, in constant 
remembrance of your act of to-day, which sanctions 
your past and should govern your future ? 

Answer.—I do. 


Acceptance by the Priest: 


In the name of Humanity and as Her Priest, | 
accept the engagement you have thus solemnly 
and publicly taken, to devote the ensuing period ° 
your life to Her service in firm and loving devotion. 

| I ratify that engagement, and I consecrate you ° | 


ae 
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that service. Be the thought of this act and 
its public consecration ever present with you, a 
power to support, a light to guide. As a mature 
servant of Humanity, may your noble social mis- 
sion sustain and direct aright your zeal, illumine 
and raise your whole being and conduct, so that 
you ever may be found in your place and fit for 
such work as it brings with it. Above all may 
this Sacrament bind you with greater sympathy 
to your fellow servants, as it identifies you more 
completely with the Being to whom your life’s 
endeavour has been long offered, and in whose 
name I bless that endeavour for the special period 
on which in faith and love you are to-day entering. 


Turning to the Congregation : 


May we all, each in our respective degree, 
associate ourselves with the act now consummated. 


PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENT OF MATURITY. 


BLESSED be Thou, Humanity, for that under 

Thy inspiration, the fruit of their willing 
Service during many past years, these Thy servants 
have sought the consecration of this great Sacra- 
ment of Maturity, the public sanction of an earlier 
decision, the public expression of a resolve to fulfil 
the work’ undertaken, thus offering to Thee the 
willing offering of their ripest powers, and bringing 
home to us all by an act of courageous faith the 
power and beauty of Thy religion and the common 
duty of all its disciples. Be this first acceptance of 
one of the institutions of Thy wise providencea fruit- 
ful seed, bringing honourand strengthto Thy growing 
Church, encouragement and support to its present 
members, an evidence to all of the mighty life 
around us, in which and by which alone we live. 
Amen. 
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CONCLUDING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION. 


M?+Y the thoughts and feelings awakened by this 

day’s celebration remain with us all after it 
is over, passing into our hearts and minds with a 
lasting influence, and bringing forth a harvest © 
good fruit, to the praise and glory of Humanity. 
May our faith in Her be the stronger for it, out 
hope more confident, our love more fervent, out 
devotion and our service more complete and unre 
served, our union felt to rest on more assure 
foundations. 

The peace of Her slowly dawning kingdom be 
upon you, the blessing of Humanity abide wit 
you, now and for ever. Amen. 


ee ee ee eR 
MUSIC. 
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Signature of the recipient, then of the witnesses to 
the Sacrament. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF 


RETIREMENT, 
the Seventh Sacrament of the Religion of Humanity. 


[Has not yet been conferred in England, nor, I 
believe, elsewhere. ] 


CO 


1 would consist essentially, as the previous 
Sacraments, of an Address explanatory of the 
Purpose of the Sacrament as indicated by the 
Passages given below. The duties of the period 
of life on which the recipient enters by the act 
Would be pointed out, and his resignation. of the 
office hitherto performed by him accepted. He 
would proclaim his successor already chosen and 
-Y @ formal announcement submitted to public 
judgment, and his choice would receive the 
required sanction. It would be recognised that he 
mself had entered on a new function, had from 
4 practical become a spiritual servant of Humanity 
an elder of the Church of Humanity. 
© 1 should conceive of the Sacrament, were the 
©ase for its administration to occur. fig 


cea OE eae ee 2 ee ee ee 
Carecuism (p. 94, 3rd Ed., E. Tr.) 


[ve Woman.—For the next Sacrament I see, 
HOE my father, no other purpose but to mark the 
a ths termination of the great period of complete 

'Téct action of which the sixth consecration 
marked the beginning. 
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The Priest.—On the contrary, my daughter, the 
Sacrament of Retirement is one of the most august 
and best determined of our Sacraments, when we 
consider the last fundamental service which is then 
rendered by each true servant of Humanity. In 
the Positive arrangements, every functionary, 
especially every temporal functionary, always 
names his successor, subject to the sanction 0 
his superior, and allowing for exceptional cases of 
moral or mental unworthiness, as I shall shortly 
explain to you. You see at once that it is the only 
means of satisfactorily regulating human continulty. 
When the citizen at sixty-three, of his own free 
will, withdraws from an activity’ which he has 
exhausted, in order to have scope in future for his 
legitimate influence as an adviser, he solemnly 
exercises this last act of high authority, and by 8? 
doing places it under the control of the priesthood 
and the people, which may lead him to modify it 10 
a noble spirit. With the rich, this transfer of office's 
completed by the transmission, in accordance with 
the same rules, of that portion of the capital of the 
race which forms the working-stock of the func: 
tionary, after he has made provision for his ow? 
personal wants. i 

The Woman.—Now, my father, I see _the fu 
social bearing of our seventh Sacrament, in whic 
I saw at first only a kind of family festival. 


Positive Pouitics (Vol. iv., p. 114, E. Tr) 


HROUGH this Sacrament of Maturity we P@8S a 


to the seventh, in which the practical servant 
of Humanity, at the age of sixty-three, enters ses 
wise RETIREMENT from active life; retaining, 1° 


ever, a consultative influence, by virtue of wilt 
he is distinctly constituted a legitimate auxiliary ‘ 
a priesthood, traceable in its earliest form to 
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elders, He ends his active career by the proclama- 
tion, in the face of Humanity, of his final choice of 
a successor, a. choice submitted seven years before 
to public opinion for acceptance or rejection. The 
office of the Priest, unlike that of women, requires 
preparation, but it approaches closely to that of 
women in duration; so that the seventh Sacrament 
1s confined to practical men, the theoricians of 
course limiting themselves to those duties for 
which they continue well qualified. 


THE SACRAMENT OF 


TRANSFORMATION, 


the Eighth Sacrament of the Religion of Humanity. 


[Has not yet been conferred in England.) 


i Rass Sacrament is naturally less susceptible of a 
fixed form than the others. -It must be varied 
with the circumstances; often it cannot be ad 
ministered, death coming suddenly and unexpec- 
tedly; experience alone will throw light on its 
administration. Its general character is shewn by 
the extracts, given below, from the writings ° 

Auguste Comte. To their spirit the Priests 0 

Humanity will conform their action and the form 
it takes in each particular case. It will be, more 
than any other, entirely a family consecration: this 
from the nature of the case. The beauty and the 
value of this Sacrament will be seen more fully as 
the Religion of Humanity is more established a0 

as its consequences are more clearly drawn out. 
Those who have profited by the preceding series © 

Sacraments, will wish for this to complete It with 
their own consciousness. As human life gets more 
orderly and settled and less subject to prematur’, 
shortening, this act of acceptance of the fatality © 
death, its deliberate acceptance, recognition of 1ts 
usefulness socially, an act of resignation, will dig- 
nify and consecrate the close of our objective life 
and the entrance on the existence which has bee? 
the object of that life’s exertions. 
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CaTECHISM (p. 94, 3rd Ed., E. Tr.) 


he Womax.—As for the eighth Sacrament, I 
am now familiar enough with the true religion 
to understand of myself in what it consists. It is to 
replace the horrible ceremony in which Catholicism, 
freed from all check on its anti-social character, 
openly tore the dying person from all human affec- 
tions, to place him alone before the judgment-seat 
of God. In our Transformation, the Priesthood, 
mingling the regrets of society with the tears of the 
amily, estimates justly as a whole the_life that is 
ending. First securing, where possible, the repa- _ 
ration of evil, it generally holds out the hope of 
Subjective incorporation, but without ever commit- 
ting itself to a premature judgment. 


Positive Poritics (Vol. iv., p. 114, E. Tr.) 


‘THE eighth Sacrament is the substitute Posi- 
tivism offers for the inhuman ceremony in 
which Catholicism, forgetful of its aim, but true to 
its doctrine, made the breaking of all human ties 
the indispensable condition of an eternity as selfish 
as It is chimerical. The Priesthood of Humanity 
4ssociates the regret of his fellow citizens with the 
tears of his family, and represents to the dying man 
the existence on which he is entering, as the com- 
Pletion after death of the services by which in life 
ne has deserved such reward. Whilst bound not to 
forestall the ulterior judgment, the Priesthood will, 
as a rule, hold out the hope that that judgment will 
e favourable, on condition of sincere repentance, 
and, where possible, reparation. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF 


IINCORPORATION, 
the Ninth Sacrament of the Religion of Humanity. 


MUSIC. 


INVOCATION—In the Name of Humanity. 


Love for Principle 
SACRED Foros. |and Order for Basis; 
Progress for End. 


Live for Others. Live Openly. 
a ee Oe ae 1 i ee 


FIRST READING 


from the Imitation of Christ, by Thomas & Kempis, 
or from some other religious book. 


GENERAL PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENTS. 
(Slightly modified.) 


CY. POWER, in whose name and by 

whose inspiration, in dutiful obedience to Thy 
Past, Thy great Servant and Interpreter, Auguste 
Comte, giving full expression to the earlier in- 
stinctive aspirations of man, and completing what 
was defective in their later satisfaction, has instituted 
for Thy church a ninefold series of SACRAMENTS; 
which in their whole sequence and right use, as 10 
other days will be seen, will bind the family union 
to the social, and link in close connection the suc- 
cessive generations of mankind, thus forming to 
order and beauty our otherwise imperfectly ordered 
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existence, strengthening our union, imparting unity 
to our individual life and drawing forth into more 
vivid consciousness our social continuity: may we 
Thy servants here met for the administration of one 
of the series, the final Sacrament of INCORPORATION, 
bring home to ourselves by meditation the benefits 
of this institution, opening our lives to the influence 
of the conception, and so evidencing our gratitude 
for all that we have received, manifesting the power 
of our faith to our mutual support and to the glori- 
fying of Thy name, and thereby furthering that in 
which alone the trouble of the race can find its end: 
the religious unity which nothing but Thy advent, 
Humanity, can offer to all Thy children. Amen. 


SECOND READING, 
the passages instituting the Sacrament, from the 
Catechism of Positive Religion and the Fourth 
Volume of the Positive Politics, as follows : 


CATECHISM (p. 95, 3rd Ed., E. Tr.) 


SEVEN years after death, when all disturbing 

_Passions are sufficiently quieted, the best 
Special documents remaining yet accessible, a so- 
lemn judgment, the germ of which sociocracy 
borrows from theocracy, finally decides the lot of 


€ach. If the Priesthood pronounces for Incorpora- 


tion, it presides over the transfer, with due pomp, | 
of the sanctified remains which, previously de- 
Posited in the burial-place of the city, now take 
their place for ever in the sacred wood that 
Surrounds the temple of Humanity. Every tomb in 
it 18 ornamented with a simple inscription, a bust, 
OT a statue, according to the degree of honour 
awarded, 

As to the exceptional cases of marked unworthi- 
ness, the disgrace consists in transporting in the 
Proper way the ill-omened burden to the waste place 
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allotted to the reprobate, amongst those who have 
died by the hand of justice, by their own hand, or 
in duel. 


Positive Potitics (Vol. iv., p. 115, E. Tr.) 


Soe years after the latest consecration of the 

living, a consecration of the dead perfecta 
the series of objective preparations, and proclaims, 
before an appropriate bier, the solemn incorporation 
of its occupant into the Great Being. Such an in- 
terval combines maturity of judgment on the part 
of the Priesthood with the preservation of the 
various documents it requires for its judgment. To 
bring public opinion to bear more satisfactorily, a 
provisional decision is given in the fourth year, a 
decision susceptible of revision and preparatory of 
the final and irreversible sentence. 

Such is the last Sacrament, by which Sociocracy, 
brought into direct connection with theocracy, com- 
pletes the process of consecrating all the marked 
epochs of man’s mortal life by incorporating it with 
the eternal life of Humanity. The ceremony of the 
final judgment consists principally in the solemn 
transfer of the noble remains to the sacred grove 
which should surround each temple of Humanity. 
This act initiates a definitive cultus of the man and 
of the citizen, paid at the sacred tomb, which 18 
adorned with an inscription, a bust, or a statue, 
according to the degree of honour accorded. An 
adverse sentence, as a rule, is simply negative; it 
treats, that is, as final, the civil buria) with which 
the Priesthood is never concerned. In cases where 
strong reprobation is deserved, the body of the 
condemned is borne in a fitting manner to the 
waste ground allotted to the rejected, there to lie 
with those who have been publicly executed, with 
suicides, and with duellists, though not, as they are, 
subject to anatomical examination. 
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MUSIC. 


: 


ADDRESS, 


partly explanatory of the Sacrament, and parily 
commemorative : at the end of which the 
Priest says: 


In the name of Humanity and as Her Priest, I 
proclaim that [ _ ] passing from the 
servant to be an organ of Humanity, henceforward 
living in others as in life he lived for others, 
worthily receives this final consecration of the 
Universal Religion—the Sacrament of Incorpora- 
tion, the just crown of a noble life. Amen. 


— \MUSIC, 


PRAYER FOR THE SACRAMENT OF INCORPORATION. 


K Xown and unknown, Thy servants, Humanity, - 
- have built up Thy Past, the strong] power 
which controls and guides the Present, and Thy 
instinctive wisdom in Thy earlier stages has sought 
In various ways and with partial success to honour 
and consecrate their several services, as a reward to 
themselves and a call to their successors. We 
thank Thee for the Sacrament we celebrate to-day, 
the Sacrament of INcoRPORATION, as the crown of 
this series of Thy efforts. We thank thee for that it 
enables men by its wise and constant application to 
add with just honour to the sum of Thy past servants 
all, in whatever station, conspicuous or humble, who 
shall make their lives, as he whom we specially 
honour to-day made his life, a dutiful and loving 


ef gle 


@ 


58 SACRAMENT. 


service ; by such addition drawing into fuller light 
and greater closeness the continuity of Thy suc- 
cessive generations. Lead Thou us, gracious and 
mighty Mother, to a deeper sense of this command- 
ing truth, so that it may work strongly on us for 
insight and stability, bringing to bear on us the 
power of high examples and stirring us to the 
endeavour after a noble imitation. Amen. 


CONCLUDING PRAYER. 


M“** the thoughts and feelings awakened by 

this day’s celebration remain with us all 
after it is over, passing into our hearts and minds 
with a lasting influence and bringing forth a harvest 
of good fruit to the praise and glory of Humanity. 
Amen. 


BENEDICTION. 


ee peace of Her slowly dawning kingdom be 
upon you, the blessing of Humanity abide 
with you, now and always. Amen, 


MUSIC. 


Signature of the witnesses to the Sacrament. 
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APPENDIX. 


VER and above the nine Sacraments, our com- 
plex social order requires from time to time 

other supplementary consecrations, giving a re- 
ligious sanction to particular ties or new conditions, 
or meeting wants due to our present imperfect or- 
ganisation. Such celebrations have a Sacramental 
Character, and take the same general form as the 
Sacraments: essentially they consist of an expla- 
natory Address and the acceptance of obligations 
corresponding to the special object in each case. 
hey are also, like those institutions, of entirely 
voluntary character, meant to satisfy the feelings 
and guide the practice of those who ask for them. 
§ive the instances of such supplementary cere- 
monies as have occurred up to the present time :— 


: I. A purely civil marriage alone being possible, 
it was completed in a religious spirit by an informal 
ceremony, the distinctive feature of which was the 
acceptance of the obligations of Positivist marriage. 


2. Where the conditions of the Sacrament of 
Tesentation could not be fulfilled, it was possible 
y a formal Reception to acknowledge the church 


nee bership of those who could not have the full 
e. 


3- On a marriage of long standing, a Positivist 
Character was conferred by an act of revision and 
completion, in no wise invalidating the past, but 
adding a higher character.. 


4- The Adoption of a young child has received a 


r aye - 7 . . < 
eligious Sanction in combination with her Pre- 
sentation. 


ek A sanction analogous to that of the Sacra- 
©nt of Destination has been given to a special 
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office, a temporary mission undertaken in later 
life. 


6. A Guardianship, undertaken voluntarily on 
the death of a father, has been sanctioned. 


7. It was wished to incorporate new members 
into a Positivist family: the adoption of two as 
sisters gave occasion to a suitable ceremony. 


Other such cases will certainly arise and the 
Priesthood of Humanity, however inchoate, must 
be prepared to meet them, so to evidence the com- 
petence of their religion to meet all the various 
circumstances and changing conditions of human 
life. It is a sign of its power that in so many 
instances its aid has been voluntarily sought to giv¢ 
expression to the feelings aroused and to impos¢ 
stability on the new relations instituted. R.C 
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